
Optimising for

Voice Search



Gian Luca 

Ponti



“By 2020, 30% of web browsing sessions 

will be done without a screen.”

“By 2020, 50% of all searches 

will be conducted via voice.”
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The future of search could be SERP-less

Voice Search is the new organic search!

Voice Search will be the death of SEO!

Is it true? 
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SOURCE https://www.thinkwithgoogle.com/consumer-insights/voice-assistance-consumer-experience/
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Voice Search Statistics

SOURCE https://www.emarketer.com/Article/Alexa-Say-What-Voice-Enabled-Speaker-Usage-Grow-Nearly-130-This-Year/1015812?mc_cid=da020f88d1&mc_eid=31cb543a39

Demographic Statistics & trend

US Voice-Enabled Digital Assistant 

Users, by generation 2016-2019

Individuals who use voice-enabled digital assistants 

at least once month on any device in millions



Voice Search Statistics

SOURCE https://voicebot.ai/2018/07/22/google-assistant-has-51-percent-virtual-assistant-market-share-on-smartphones-according-to-strategy-analytics/

Demographic Statistics & trend

U.S. Smart Speaker Market Share

May 2018



Voice Search Statistics

SOURCE https://voicebot.ai/2018/07/22/google-assistant-has-51-percent-virtual-assistant-market-share-on-smartphones-according-to-strategy-analytics/

Demographic Statistics & trend

Global Smartphone Virtual Assistant 

Penetration - 2018
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What Are People Using Voice Search For?
What voice-activated speaker owners would like to receive from brands

SOURCE https://www.thinkwithgoogle.com/consumer-insights/voice-assistance-consumer-experience/



Does it work?

SOURCE - Feb 2018 https://loupventures.com/we-ran-homepod-through-the-smart-speaker-gauntlet/

Queries answered correctly by category

Correct answers:

· Google Home 81%

· Amazon Echo 64%

· Kardon Invoke 57%

· Apple HomePod 52.3%



Traditional Search vs. Voice Search 



Differences Between Traditional Search & Voice

Four Fundamental Differences

1) The length of the query

Voice Searches are 76.1% longer than text-based searches.

2) More questions compared to statements

With digital assistants longer natural questions are often queried.

3) Stronger intent

Natural language shows intent more strongly.

4) Impact on local

Voice Search usage is 3 times more likely to be location specific.
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How to optimise for Voice Search

Google Voice Search and

the Hummingbird Update

One of the biggest elements that changed 

with the advent of Hummingbird was the 

emphasis on semantic search, or the implied 

meaning of search queries.



How to optimise for Voice Search
Google Featured Snippets in search

· How-to guides

· Calculations and conversions

· Health (particular symptoms of illnesses)

· Requirements

· Processes

· FAQ

· Question-based queries

MORE INFO https://support.google.com/webmasters/answer/6229325?hl=en



How to optimise for Voice Search
Use schema markup

· Meaning of a page

· Page content classification

· Different elements of a page

MORE INFO https://schema.org/docs/documents.html

Example:

Recipe page » what are the ingredients, the cooking 

time and temperature, the calories, and so on.



How to optimise for Voice Search
Long-tail keywords

· Often quite specific

· 70% of all search queries

· Less competitive

· Less expensive 

SOURCE https://www.wordstream.com/



How to optimise for Voice Search
Optimise for “Near Me” searches

SOURCE https://trends.google.com/trends/explore?date=today%205-y&geo=GB&q=near%20me



How to optimise for Voice Search

Update your Google My Business Listing

· Update your Local Listing 

· Respond to reviews

· Post news and updates

· High quality imagery



How to optimise for Voice Search
Audit your mobile SEO

Google Speed Update - July 2018
Affecting ranking in mobile search

Tools
https://search.google.com/test/mobile-friendly

https://developers.google.com/web/tools/lighthouse/

https://developers.google.com/speed/pagespeed/insights/

SOURCE https://webmasters.googleblog.com/2018/01/using-page-speed-in-mobile-search.html



How to optimise for Voice Search
Consider different types of User Intent

· Informational intent
“How often should I water my roses?”

· Navigational intent
“Digital marketing websites”

· Commercial investigation
“Which SEO plugin is the most helpful?”

· Transactional intent
“How much does Apple Watch cost?”

MORE INFO https://yoast.com/search-intent/



How to optimise for Voice Search
Create an FAQ page for your site

· Good match with long-tail keywords

· Reply to question-based queries

· Relevant for the Informational Intent

Voice Search answers are read aloud:

» write content with natural language

» write short and concise answers

MORE INFO https://yoast.com/search-intent/
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Creating an action plan

� Use schema markup to help search engines understand your website's 

information more effectively

� Evaluate the keywords that are drawing visitors and turn them into questions 

relevant to Voice Search

� Produce new content, like a FAQ page to help you capture long-tail keywords 

in a natural form

� Focus on local "near me" contents

� Bear user intent in mind when structuring your site and content

� Reviews are important to rank for best of searches

� Ensure your site has a best in class mobile design

� Update your Google My Business Listing






